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EWU Police eliminate gun storage at Red Barn

As ASEWU spreads
awareness of remodel,
a possible new science
building is being recognized
By Katie Dunn
staff writer
A date is set in place, Feb.
24, as a push from ASEWU toward students to vote for the
PUB redesign in the
weeks to come.
A poster, hung
on
the Pence Union
ASEWU 2015
Building, is one of the
ways ASEWU is trying to get students’ attention regarding the future of the Pence Union Building.
“I love the fact that it’s a big
poster and that it catches the attention of every student,” said ASEWU
President Dahir “D.J.” Jigre.
According to Jigre, more signage is coming to spread awareness and get the message across
to students as to why a new science building is an important investment. Examples include fliers and open forums on campus.
Jigre said part of ASEWU’s
retreat to Camp Reed in Spokane from Jan. 9-10 is to decide
their next step.
During the 2013-14 academic
year, announcements of the remodel were found above seats on
STA buses, on coffee-cup sleeves
and in ads in newspapers.
Jigre said ASEWU informed
students through advertising
rather than focused on education, which they are trying to
avoid this year.
When it comes to the consensus of the student body, Jigre said it is 50/50.
“For those that are returners it’s more, ‘Uh, man, again,
why?’ and for those that are
new it’s more like, ‘Oh man, I’m
excited. How can I contribute?’
That’s one of the reasons it’s
50/50,” said Jigre.
This reaction was expected, and Jigre said the ASEWU
wants students to continue
voicing their opinions.
Faculty are also voicing their
opinions.
In response to ASEWU’s
Jan. 8 Facebook post on the proposed remodel of the PUB, Stu
Steiner, senior lecturer of computer science at Eastern, posted,
“With the cost of tuition high already, why should the student
shoulder the burden of paying
for the [PUB]?”
Along with the PUB remodel, ASEWU is trying to get more
students to speak up about a
new science building.
Jigre said students can vote
for a PUB remodel and advocate for a new science building, but they also need to
know there are different processes to get the funding for

Lack of funding, space contribute to no more gun checks
By Alex Miller
staff writer
The Eastern Washington University police
station, commonly known as the Red Barn,
will not offer students the service of checking
in their guns for storage anymore, according to
EWU Director of Public Safety Chief of Police
Tim Walters.
Walters said the decision was in the university’s best interest.
“Because of some issues that have come up:
the facility, the legality, or the risk of that, we
decided it was in the university’s best interest
to not provide that service anymore,” he said.
As the university’s population grew, so did
the demand for the service, Walters said.
EWU Deputy Chief Gary Gasseling said
years ago, when the university had a population of about 4,000, it was fairly easy to run the
gun check-ins because there were only a couple of guns in storage at one time.

“We’re getting up to 20 guns,
and we’re not a gun shop at
this point in time.”
Gary Gasseling
EWU Deputy Chief of Police

“Now we’re getting up to 20 guns, and
we’re not a gun shop at this point in time,”
said Gasseling.
Walters said another issue was under-staffing. “When people wanted to come in and get
their weapons, and typically hunters like to
come in before the break of dawn, I’ve got one
officer on graveyard shift, and I didn’t have
the availability to get their guns out the front
door,” said Walters. “That service was not too
standard in our view.”
Potential criminal activity with a weapon
that is given back to a student was a contributing factor as well.

According to Walters, weapons that could
be checked out and used in a crime is problematic for the police department and the university. “If a student checks in a weapon and then
we check it back out to them, and for some reason that’s used in a crime, then that causes a
problem for us,” said Walters.
The University of Montana offers a similar gun check-in service. Their policy “requires all firearms (rifles, handguns, shotguns of any type or caliber including BB
guns and large knives) to be stored in authorized storage areas.”
In Washington, CWU, WSU and UW store
university-owned guns to defend classes that
travel in dangerous areas of the wild. “The
only [guns] they store are ones for their biology classes [because] they go out in the wild so
they have weapons because of bears and things
like that,” said Gasseling.
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The Internet is not making us stupid, ‘smart’ just looks different now
By Laura Lango
photographer
Back in Socrates’ day, writing was a new thing, believe it
or not. Most people didn’t have
access to literacy, and many
languages didn’t
even have a written alphabet.
In “The Phaedrus” dialogue,
he discussed why
writing is bad
Lango
for humanity. He
argued it would allow people to
become forgetful, arrogantly full
of false knowledge and unable to
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The Red Barn, located on Washington Street, houses the EWU Police department.

have discriminating taste.
It sounds ridiculous now, as
most people would agree that increasing literacy worldwide is a
good, philanthropic goal. Sure,
we may be capable of less impressive feats of memory, but very
few people would argue that the
likes of Shakespeare aren’t a good
enough compensation for not being able to remember our grocery
lists off the top of our heads.
Oddly enough, most scholars
and writers who have come out
against extensive internet use
have largely the same argument
as Socrates.
Specifically, and most famously, Nicholas Carr in his

book “The Shallows: What the
Internet Is Doing to Our Brains”
believes that due to brain activity,
studies showing that the internet
can “rewire” neural pathways in
the brain, we will become collectively dumber, more forgetful
and incapable of real concentration and discrimination in our
sources of information.
Funny how history seems to
repeat itself.
While the internet may indeed
be changing the way our brains
function, psychologists have also
found our brains can also adjust to
wearing goggles that completely
flip our vision upside down.
This does not mean, by any

means, that our brains are going to permanently start seeing
things upside down any more
than extended internet use will
make us dumber.
The real issue, with both Socrates
and Carr, is that neither one of these
scholars, who are gatekeepers of
traditional knowledge, are comfortable with being upstaged.
Essentially, it’s the same fear
of innovation driving both arguments. If everyone learns how
to read and write, then they
won’t value good speech-making and memory tasks, and if
everyone uses the internet, then
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Upcoming Events:
January
Jan. 16: Black Lives Matter
Teach-in. Mary Lou Johnson,
JD, Dr. Scott Finnie, and
Professors Krista Benson and
Rachel Doležal will present
on public safety and criminal
justice, followed by a student
panel. The lecture starts at 11
a.m. in Patterson 126.

At a Glance
Feb. 3: “Contemporary
Issues in Feminist Research:
Queering the Chili Queens:
Culinary Citizenship through
Food Consciousness in the
New Borderlands.” Norma
Cardenas, Ph.D., discusses
race, sexuality and gender
through feminism. Monroe
Hall 207 from noon to 1 p.m.
For a full list of events, check
out the calender on pages 2-4

Feb. 5: “Test Anxiety.” This
CAPS workshop is designed
to help students recognize and
shift nervousness and fear that
accompanies exam taking. The
event takes place from noon to
1 p.m. in PUB 261.

SPORTS: Seahawks
Seahawks take on Green
Bay Packers in NFC title
game, page 7

For the most up-to-date events
in Cheney and Spokane,
follow us: @EasternerOnline
Photo contributed by Larry Maurer
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PUB:
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
each building.
For the PUB, students need to vote on it,
and for a new science building, it is about
advocating to the legislature.
The science building would be a statefunded project. The cost of a new building
would not come from the students, but it
does need student support.
According to Jigre, the student government, headed by ASEWU’s Legislative Liaison Jordan Martin, will work on a one-page
proposal explaining why a new science
building is important to the university.
ASEWU will also try talking to science students to get their opinions.
ASEWU’s goal is to get students to travel to Olympia on Lobby Day to help advocate for a new science building.
For Lobby Day, ASEWU will pay for the
buses and the hotels. Any student can sign
up for Lobby Day if they want to advocate
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Jasmine Kemp covers Neighborfest Thursday • Elkfest coverage in Spokane on Saturday

for the science building.
“Accommodations will be given to the
students, it’s just a matter of if they have
the time to leave for a day or so to go to the
capitol to voice their opinion,” said Jigre.
This year’s Lobby Day is Feb. 16.
Jigre said because the state would pay
for the new science building, ASEWU does
not want to put too much of its own funding toward it. Because ASEWU’s money
comes from a student budget, funded by
the students, they want to use it on projects that will ultimately affect the students,
which is the PUB.
“They elected me to be able to make
some changes happen, and I hope that they
have seen those changes, one of the changes being that they at least see this building
as something we not only look forward to
but it’s for generations to come,” said Jigre.
“I want students to know that this project
doesn’t ultimately just affect me or this
group of student leaders, but the whole aspect of Eastern and what it stands for.”

Pence Union Building Remodel
- Voting will take place Feb. 24
- Scope of project cost: $30 million
- April - May 2014 voting results: 546 (no)
and 536 (yes)
- For more information, visit
http://access.ewu.edu/pub/pubredesign
Photo by Nathan Peters

The Easterner is now hiring non-work study positions
The Easterner is the student-led, student-run organization at Eastern Washington University. We print a weekly publication and continuously update our
website (easterneronline.com).
The mission of The Easterner is to inform the students, faculty, staff and
nearby residents of Eastern Washington University of the governance, activities and views of the campus while providing a learning environment for students interested in journalism and related fields.
We are currently hiring the following position(s):
Staff Writer
Opinion Editor
Apply for a position through EagleAXIS today!
For questions and more information, contact us at easterner.me@gmail.com
Enroll in JRNM 100 - Easterner Staff course today!
This 3-credit course requires student to engage in reporting and editorial
assignments on the staff of the Easterner.

Rarely available awesome
apartments for EWU Students!
Across the street from EWU Campus at 111–119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s furnished. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 Months to 2 years.

“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
509-235-1928
Cliff Thompson – The Ivy
2x3, Spec Ad
ADVERTISING\ARCHIVE\CFP ‘14\APRIL ‘14\Cliff Thompson –
The Ivy
KR

Learning to love and serve Jesus and ALL people together
www.cheneynaz.org
338 Betz Road, Cheney, WA

235-6261

SundayWorship Services at 10:30am

January 14, 2015
Follow us @EasternerOnline
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School Monday • MLK coverage in Spokane on Monday

Thursday, Jan. 15

Thursday, Jan. 15

Friday, Jan. 16

Saturday, Jan. 17

Monday, Jan. 19

Family Matters: Join CAPS
to learn how early childhood experiences influence adult relationships
with self and others. All
are welcome to attend.
12 p.m. | PUB 261

Richard Sola, EWU Retiree,
presents “Margaret Sanger
and Birth Control Advocacy
in Early Urban Spokane 1916,” exploring Sanger’s
time in the Spokane area
using recently uncovered
Sanger correspondence.
12 p.m. | Monroe 207

Black Lives Matter Teachin. Mary Lou Johnson, JD,
Scott Finnie, Ph.D., and
Professors Krista Benson
and Rachel Dolezal will
present on public safety
and criminal justice, followed by a student panel.
11 a.m. | Patterson 126

CELLObration Spokane
concert features Jeff
Lastrapes, John Marshall,
and the Spokane String
Quartet playing the works
of Schubert.
7:30 p.m. | EWU Music
Building Recital Hall

MLK Day: Make it a day
on, not a day off. Faculty &
students from several area
colleges will join together
for a Unity March starting
at 10 a.m., followed by an
afternoon of service from
1-4 p.m.
10 a.m. | Downtown
Spokane

review

‘Hobbit’ Review: Third Time’s a Chore

MLK Service
Day utilizes EWU
student volunteers
By Nathan Peters
managing editor

Illustration by Joseph Weeden

‘The Hobbit’ trilogy can’t decide if it wants to be ‘Lord of the Rings’
The final installment of “The
Hobbit” trilogy, “The Hobbit:
The Battle of Five Armies” confirmed every fear I had of the
completely
destructive
tendencies
success and
money bring
to a director.
Ask anyone
who
has seen the
Chris Mudd films or read
the
book
and they will inherently bring
up the discussion on the length
of the films. While I have no
problem with the idea of creating a trilogy from a single book,
it needs to be justified.
It’s incredibly apparent
there was no story justification

for the shift from the original but “Five Armies” jammed the
two-movie deal, to a three-mov- accelerator down and rammed
ie endeavor through the blatant us into the wall even harder
and unnecessary
than before.
stretching of the
However,
“Even after three there were some
plot. While I have
movies, I don’t
no idea whose
excellent moments
decision it was
in the film. The
care about a
at the end of the
was fairly
single character, acting
day, whether it
solid. Despite the
excluding,
was the producwriting being prettion company or
ty awful, the actors
perhaps, Bilbo
Jackson himself,
delivered a strong
Baggins.”
the fault must lie
performance. The
with the director,
problem with the
and he will be
dialogue
stems
judged for it.
from the film not
Mudd Reviews
I’ve spent the
knowing
how
last two films
much like “Lord of
hoping the third
the Rings” it wants
installment would redeem the to be. While its characters and
awful pacing and terribly cheesy dialogue seem to exist in a childialogue of the first two films, dren’s movie, the violence and

Chris Mudd

dark tones of the film seem to
reflect a more adult sensibility.
The music was mediocre;
it felt flat and uninspired, but
served its purpose well enough.
The score never overshadowed
the action and added a nice element to the screen action.
The emotional scenes of
“Five Armies” felt rushed and
unmotivated. Even after three
movies, I don't care about a single character, excluding, perhaps, Bilbo Baggins.
“The Lord of the Rings”
was able to get away with
over-the-top lines due to the
world the film created, yet
nothing in “The Hobbit” films
outside of the Shire felt real.

By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor

Kevin Hines

W-2 not needed to
submit FAFSA on
priority deadline
By Eric Long
chief copy editor

HOBBIT-PAGE 5

Suicide prevention advocate shares his experience
whose name he now carries.
Hines took medication for an epileptic
disorder until he was 17-and-a-half years
Kevin Hines, who survived a leap from old, when he was taken off the medicathe Golden Gate bridge, came to Showal- tion because his seizures were under
ter Auditorium on Jan. 13 to talk about his control. What his doctors and family did
life since that suicide attempt and share his not know was that this seizure medicamessage of mental health
tion had the secondary efand healing.
fect of treating depressive
Approximately 250 stu- “It was an instant disorders. Once it left his
regret … and I
dents gathered at 7 p.m. to
system, Hines said he suflisten to the author, mental
fered “a complete mental
couldn’t take it
wellness and suicide prebreakdown.”
back. I prayed,
vention advocate, share
He became manic, be‘God, please
his experience.
lieved people were plotting
save me, I don’t
Hines was born to parto kill him, heard angry voicents who both suffered from wanna die. I made es and saw things no one else
bipolar disorder and used
could see.
a mistake.’ˮ
recreational drugs, even dur“And … what goes up
ing pregnancies. He and his
must come down,” said
brother “bounced around
Hines, describing the deep
seedy motels … the kind
depression that followed.
Mental Health Advocate
with concrete slab floors”
Hines became suicidal, but
during his infancy, until one
he said it was not a “desire”
day a motel manager called
to die that drove him. “I nevthe police.
er wanted to die. I desperately wanted to
“Frankly, it was the best day of our lives.” live while my brain was trying to kill me …
Hines and his brother were removed being compelled to do something because
from his parents custody, and his of brain malfunction does not mean it’s a
brother died shortly after. Hines, how- choice.”
ever, was eventually adopted by Debra
On Sept. 24, 2000, Hines wrote a suicide
Joan and Patrick Kevin Hines, the man note. The next day he dropped the majority

Eastern’s Office of Community Engagement is partnering with the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Family Outreach Center
to supply and coordinate volunteers for
Spokane’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
of Service.
At the MLK Day of Service event on
Jan. 19, there will be 250 college students
volunteering at 13 local nonprofit sites,
and about 150 of those students are from
Eastern, said Molly Ayers, director of the
EWU Office of Community Engagement,
via email.
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Family
Outreach Center is a nonprofit organization in Spokane, Washington. The Center
“improves the quality of life for children,
youth and families in Spokane through
an array of culturally responsive educational and social services … ,” according
to the website’s mission statement.
Gabby Ryan, Eagle Volunteers program coordinator, said this is the second
year Eastern has provided and helped
coordinate volunteers for the MLK Day
of Service event. She said the city reached
out to Eastern last year to coordinate the
service project portion of the MLK celebration week.
Ryan said the event begins at 10 a.m.
with a unity rally, march and resource
fair. She said the event starts with members of the community coming together
to listen to guest speakers who will discuss King’s legacy and what it means
for Spokane at the Spokane Convention Center. King’s entire speech is then
showed, not just the “I Have a Dream”
speech portion.
“The speakers … are really amazing.
So it’s very educational but also inspirational,” said Ryan.
The service portion of the event is
from 1-4 p.m. when volunteers will then
go out to the 13 nonprofit sites to offer
their time.

Photo by Laura Lango
Kevin Hines spoke to a large crowd at EWU.

of his college classes. He had given away
prized possessions and was “tying up loose
ends,” all things Hines said were signs he
was thinking about suicide.
Finally, he traveled to the Golden Gate
Bridge. On the bus, Hines said he was
seized by ambivalence about what up to
that point he had firmly believed he must

SUICIDE-PAGE 4

Students who want to fill out their Free
Application for Federal Student Aid, but
think they cannot due to not having a W-2,
can estimate in the taxes section of the online
form.
Many students, such as junior Megan
Darrow, who is waiting for her W-2 to
come in from a seasonal job she works in
Vancouver, Washington, did not know estimates could be used.
“Last year we had a problem [with the
priority deadline],” said Darrow.
Kandi Teeters, associate director for financial aid and scholarships, said students
estimate on their financial aid form and turn
it in early to reserve priority financial aid.
“You can use estimated figures to fill
out your financial aid form,” said Teeters.
Teeters said there is nothing wrong
with giving estimates as long as students
remember to update the information as
soon as they receive their W-2s. It is required to update this information.
Not updating this information can cause
students to lose their priority eligibility.
“If your income situation hasn’t
changed greatly from the last time you
filed your tax return, you can just use those
numbers again …,” said Teeters.
A convenient tool offered by the FAFSA website is the data retrieval tool, which
students can use to electronically transfer
their tax information from the IRS website
to their financial aid form; this can help

FAFSA-PAGE 5
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How do you use JFK Library to your benefit? What would you like to see added? Let us know @EasternerOnline
Monday, Jan. 19

Tuesday, Jan. 21

Tuesday, Jan. 21

• MLK Day: Make it a day on, not a day
off. Faculty and students from several area
colleges will join together for a Unity March
from 10-11 a.m. in Downtown Spokane, a
lunch noon to 1 p.m. at Riverpoint campus,
followed by an afternoon of service from
1-4 p.m. No school.

• Start Something Big grant applications
are due for winter quarter in the by 5
p.m. in the Foundation Office, Hargreaves
102. For more information visit the Foundation Office or http://sites.ewu.edu/
foundation/resources/start-somethingbig-grant/.

• “What do you Know about the Civil
Rights Movement?”: Dr. Kate Shuster,
author of "Teaching the Movement: The
State of Civil Rights Education," will present on the lack of adequate Civil Rights
education in the United States, and why
Civil Rights education is important at 11
a.m. to 12 p.m. in Showalter Auditorium.

• Kate Shuster, Ph.D. will present
“Civil Discourse in the Classroom and
Beyond,” a workshop for faculty, staff,
and student leaders on promoting civility and understanding across diverse
perspectives from 2-4 p.m. in Tawanka
215, A&B.

10 a.m. | Downtown Spokane

5 p.m. | Hargreaves 102

11 a.m. | Showalter Auditorium

2 p.m. | Tawanka 215

Tuesday, Jan. 21

More than books at JFK Library, says student liaison
By Nicole Ruse
editor-in-chief

Photo by Laura Lango
JFK Libaray's student liaison Bryan Eyo.

SUICIDE:
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do, he pledged to himself that if anyone
asked him, “Are you okay?” “Is something
wrong?” or “Can I help you?” that he would
tell them everything. No one did.
Sobbing, he threw himself off the bridge.
“It was an instant regret … and I couldn’t take
it back,” said Hines. “I prayed, ‘God, please
save me, I don’t wanna die. I made a mistake.’”
Hines fell 220 feet at 75 mph. He threw
his head back to avoid dying instantly.
His lower vertebrae shattered “like glass,”
damaging internal organs.
Two improbable factors converged
to contribute to Hines’ survival: The best
friend of his high school band teacher happened to drive by as he jumped from the
bridge. She immediately called a personal
friend on the coast guard on her cell phone.
After Hines hit the water, shooting down 70
to 80 feet, he was buoyed up by a sea lion
who swam in circles beneath him, keeping
him afloat until the Coast Guard arrived.
Hines was diagnosed with bipolar disorder and over a decade later he released a
memoir titled “Cracked … Not Broken: Surviving and Thriving After a Suicide Attempt.”
Hines’ talk was sponsored by Housing
and Residential Life, Eagle Entertainment and
Health, Wellness and Prevention Services.
Tricia Hughes, director for Health, Wellness and Prevention Services, said her office

Nestled on the second
floor of the JFK Library is
a sherbert-orange room
tucked behind the group
learning
tables.
The
plaque on the door says
“Student Liaison,” with
a gentleman sitting at his
desk inside, wearing a red
beanie, a padded red vest
and black sweat pants.
Bryan Eyo, a senior at
EWU majoring in marketing, is the EWU Library Student Liaison,
meaning he essentially
gets student voices recognized when it comes to
library resources.

co-sponsored the event because they believed Hines could positively affect mental
health discourse on campus.
“We thought it was important to bring
[Hines] in … because mental health issues
are sometimes not spoken about. We wanted him to come in and have that conversation, that dialogue,” said Hughes. “We’re
are trying to destigmatize mental health
issues around campus.”
Destigmatization may be especially necessary in college since, according to Hughes,
mental illness is not uncommon at EWU.
“The data that we collect every two years
shows that we have high levels of health concerns … issues like stress, anxiety, depression
… so we want to make sure that we bring in
education that helps with theses things.”
Hughes was referring to the National
College Health Assessment, a voluntary
survey conducted by the American College
Health Association.
The survey, which maintains the confidentiality of students’ answers, asks questions about everything from alcohol and
drug use, to sexual health, to daily stress
and physical activity.
EWU has participated every other spring
quarter since 2006 and successfully garnered
statistics from 833 students in 2014.
Hughes further emphasized the relevance of Hines’ story.
“[Hines] has a story we think is relatable.
He was diagnosed at 19 and the college age is

CAPS
(Counseling and Psychological Services)
225 Martin Hall

Not getting along with your roommate?
You're not the only one.
Advertise with the Easterner and improve
your living situation. Contact Renee Houchin
email: advertising@ewu.edu to find out more
information.

“I’m just an advocate
for the students,” said
Eyo. “I’m here to educate
students about everything
there is in the library and
find out [kind of] what students need and see how.”
Eyo is partnering with
Eagle Entertainment to
bring Kane Smego, an
award-winning poet, to
campus for a performance
and writing workshop.
The purpose of this collaboration is to show students that he supports literature of all kinds.
“I love comic books
and mangas and things
like that. It doesn’t look
[like] that as reading, so
I wanted to show the li-

brary that we support
things like that,” said
Eyo. “Poetry, all kinds
of mediums of literature,
not just your typical 300page book.”
According to Eyo,
the student library liaison works annually on
Library Lights Out, a
program for the Living
Learning Community students here at Eastern. Students spend the night in
the JFK Library and play
games, participate in fun
activities and get to know
more about what the JFK
Library offers.
“While it is a fun event
— we want the students
to have a great time —

Kevin Hines speaking at Showalter auditorium.

the time when a lot of mental health diagnoses are made.”
Hines said he still suffers from bipolar
disorders. He still hears voices, sees things
others cannot and suffers from paranoia
and delusions.
“But what I also have is self awareness,” said Hines, noting that an intimate

it is also to teach them
about the library [and]
everything we have to
offer. During the scavenger hunt, we’ll take them
through different areas of
the library,” said Eyo.
Eyo said he feels very
strongly about students
on campus who feel the
hierarchy
starts
with
administration at the
top and streams down
to students at the bottom. This, he said, is
a misconception.
“They tell you how to
do things and we listen. I
don’t think it’s that way.

LIBRARY-PAGE 5

Photo by Laura Lango

knowledge of his own mental health has
enabled him to get the help he needs when
his mental health is starting to deteriorate.
Hines offered hope to students who
suffer from mental illness.
“Remember that you can live mentally
well with a mental illness most days,” said
Hines. “But it is a fight, tooth and nail.”

CAPS offers group individual counseling sessions, crisis intervention, trauma recovery education and other resources to students and faculty. Walk-ins are welcome Monday thru Friday from 1-4 p.m., or call (509)359-2366 to
make an appointment.
In case of emergencies after hours or on weekends, call Spokane Mental Health at 509-838-4651 or First Call For
Help at 509-838-4428.

Can you
spot me
rent, man?

COMMUNITY
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Do you have questions about submitting your FAFSA? Tweet @EWUFinancialAid. They can surely help you out!
LIBRARY:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
We’re the ones paying
the money, we should
have a say in what goes
on. … We should have a
percentage of a voice,”
said Eyo.
This is what pushed Eyo
to apply for the job of EWU
Library Student Liaison.
“I saw this position
and I was like, this is a
great way for me to tell
students — I can’t do everything — but at least
I can say, ‘Hey, your
voice does matter with
what happens at Eastern’ and the library, I
think, is one of the most
important areas to have
input. The library is for
everybody,” said Eyo.
Eyo wants everyone
to succeed, and with
that comes a plethora of
books he offers at the library to help.
“I want students to

know that because I
think it’s important to
use the library. Part of
your tuition goes here,
whether you use the library or not. Why not
use it?” said Eyo.
According to Eyo, the
JFK Library offers numerous items to check
out, such as projectors,
cameras, laptops, video
recorders, new and old
movies, headphones and
even calculators.
“I know I don’t own
a calculator, for like my
math test or my stats
test, so what am I gonna
do? You can just come
to the library, check it
out, go to your test [and]
bring it back,” said Eyo.
A fun fact? Eyo was
born in the Dominican
Republic. A humorous
memory of his involves
his grandfather and being interviewed when
he was two years old on
live television.

“My grandfather was
a famous judge in the
Dominican
Republic.
One time, he had an interview on the national
news station, and me,
my brother and my two
cousins were all super
young, dressed up in
suits. … The interviewer
asked me ‘What do you
want to do when you
grow up?’ and I had
said ‘I want to drink
beer when I grow up’
on live television,” said
Eyo. “My family still has
[the] video.”
With Eyo’s position
as a student advocate
for the library, his involvement with the university has increased his
maturity and his ability
to help students.
“I understand it more
now from my position. I
want to share what I can
with students so they
also can understand,”
said Eyo.

Police Beat

FAFSA:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
If students have issues with both
options, Teeters said they can just use
their best judgment and calculate in
their head a good estimate.
Students who do not believe there
is enough information about estimating on the FAFSA need only to pay attention around campus and check their
student email.
Sophomore Shelli Speranzi had an
issue over the summer when she had to
file her off-campus job as miscellaneous
when she was filling out her FAFSA.
“It was technically a miscellaneous
income,” said Speranzi.
She said she was given no help from
the financial aid office and was afraid
she was not going to get the aid she de-

RED BARN:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Gasseling said before it was in the
university’s best interest not to store the
guns anymore to make better use of the
space, such as for evidence and storage
of the police weapons.
“They’re not arbitrary decisions,” said
Gasseling. “We understand the impact to

HOBBIT:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
Dependence on computer graphics
was the film’s biggest fault by far. Computers made not just the environments,
but the visual effects and action scenes as
well, and they were insanely exaggerated.
I couldn't take a single moment seriously.
The irony of the film is the reason Peter Jackson, director of “The Lord of the
Rings,” and his crew became successful was the believability and detailed
world they created with “The Lord of the

Jan. 7
9 p.m.

Suspicious
Person

Staff in the JFK
Library reported
a suspicious
person lurking around the
building who
was found to
be a 71-yearold man in the
Lower Level
bathroom. He
had five warrants out for his
arrest, including
theft and lewd
conduct. The
man was arrested.

the university itself, to the students and
the overall effect was that [gun check-ins]
affected the university more than it did
the individual students.”
Although the cost-benefit comparison played a large part, a main
concern for Walters was safety.
“We want to make sure that we
create the safest environment for everybody here,” said Walters.
Rings.” Why spend any effort on making
the magical world of Middle-Earth come
to life when the tickets are going to be
sold nonetheless?
What upsets me is the films could
have been good. From the dialogue alone
it’s plain to see that the script was broken
from the beginning. With such excellent
source material I’ll never understand how
the writers let this opportunity slip by.
Never before has a good director fallen so far. Wait, Star Wars prequels were
a thing. I guess Peter Jackson isn’t so awful after all.

Est.

1916

Jan. 8
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7:26 p.m.

Suspicious
Person
The same man
was cited and
released after
being caught
urinating on the
side of the PUB.

pends on for the year.
“All they did was throw paperwork
at me,” said Speranzi.
Teeters said EWU reminds students
about important FAFSA details and
that the financial aid office is available
to help students who are afraid of estimating on their form.
“It’s certainly out on all of our websites and any publication and any time
we do a public presentation across
campus or out in the community,” said
Teeters. “But, we do a reminder message via email using the Eagles email.”
The financial aid office is located on
the bottom floor of Sutton Hall and is
open Monday through Friday.
The deadline for W-2s is Jan. 31
and students who want priority financial aid need to submit their FAFSA
by Feb. 15.
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@EasternerOnline - Have you stuck with your New Year's resolution? Tweet us.

My lovely experiences with Spokane Transit Authority
By Jasmine Kemp
news editor
I’ve ridden public transport all my life. 23 years.
Some of the STA bus drivers knew me when I was
just a wee little tot. While they watched me grow,
I’ve watched STA grow, then
shrink, then grow again.
I’ve seen my share of amazing
things.
Over all the potholes and
through all the puddles, there are
a few stories that I’ll never forget.
On a rather normal ride up to
Northtown Mall, we sat quietly just staring at the buildings
whiz by. “The body is at Mike’s,
Kemp
right,” questioned a man talking
on his cellphone.
At that very instant, I looked at my friend who
looked at me and then a stranger looked over her
shoulder back at us: “Did he just say what I thought
he said?”
My friend pulled out his phone and searched the
local news sites to see if there were any unsolved
cases that day. Just so happened there was one, and
we spent a few hours swearing up a storm until they
caught the killer.
It’s not only what people say, it’s what they do.
One bad winter in 2003 meant one other passenger and I were trapped on a snowy and icy road for
two hours. Our bus driver couldn’t do much. “Either
get off and walk or stay with me.”
I would have gotten off, but the other passenger,
a middle-schooler (as was I), started playing their
music loudly. I liked the song, so we danced to the
music and we sang the lyrics. We had a party bus,
in the snow. And at the end of it all, our bus driver
gave us both notes so we had excused absences from

the classes we missed. I made a friend that day, and I
was so grateful for my driver.
Of course, there’s plenty of generosity on the busses in Spokane.
There was a woman who was incredibly flustered.
Her hair was frazzled, even her wool sweater looked
as stressed as she was. She pulled her children on to
the bus only to find she didn’t have her bus pass or
any spendable money.
Unfortunately, the bus driver was unsympathetic
(Yes, they do exist). So five people scrambled up all
the change they had and paid her way. The fact that
her cheeks immediately lit up with life was beautiful
to see.
But with beauty comes tragedy.
My main bus route is the medical shuttle. Right
there is a precursor to some uncomfortable things
that happen. People are on their way to the emergency room all the time on that bus, all while I’m just
trying to go home and eat dinner.
One time, around Christmas, I got on the bus
and happily watched the snow fall. It was dusk, and
all the lights were starting to come on. I was the
only passenger, and when another person got on, it
sparked my attention.
“No sweetie. I’m sorry. I can’t hold you.” His
voice was shaky. He seemed weak. His daughter was
at his feet in her stroller tightly buckled in for safety,
but she struggled to get into his lap.
What kind of nonsense was I going to be in for
tonight, I thought. I mean, I truly hated children. The
sight of them angered me.
He made a phone call. “Hey. I’m on the way to the
emergency room. I keep having seizures and I don’t
know what’s wrong.”
That’s why he couldn’t hold his daughter. If he
started seizing, he could hurt her. Even while he was
suffering, she was his first priority.
It shook me up. It still shakes me up. While I was

crying at this story unfolding behind me, while the
bus driver drove as fast as he legally could, the man
kept telling his struggling daughter that he loved
her. He was going to be able to hold her real soon.
I hope they’re doing well.
I originally set out to write a column about the
crazy things people do. But when I started writing,
I couldn’t help but think about people’s stories I’ve
seen. Just by riding the bus, I see glimpses of other
people’s lives and their morals and values.
I’ve lived my entire life on this bus system, and I
just now realized that here is a city contained within
itself. Each person brings their baggage onto 35-footlong metal carriages, and we’re all affected by it.
Take it in. Enjoy the ride.

Illustration by Lauren Campbell

Improve your New Year’s resolution ideas, always
By Rebekah Frank
administrative assistant
After New Year’s Eve, people begin
their New Year’s resolution, but according to Proactive
Chance, over 50 percent of people quit
by June.
It is frustrating for
me to see so many
people in the gym for
the first two weeks of
January, my friends
on Facebook saying
they are going to be
Frank
a kinder person or
people in my classes saying they are going to put in more of an effort in school.
Within a few weeks, the gym seems
to have lost 20 members, my Facebook
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friends back to posting rude and judgmental statuses and I noticed three people who have already skipped classes.
EWU senior Marissa Freeman said
she has been making New Year’s resolutions since she was 16 years old, but
only recently has started taking them
seriously. Freeman said she probably
quit most of the resolutions she made
before the end of January.
A resolution should be chosen considering the variables or time, ability
and difficulty.
EWU sophomore Samuel Lampe said
his resolution this year is to not watch
any Netflix during winter quarter. He
said he hopes his studies will keep
him busy enough to accomplish this
resolution because most of the time he
doesn’t.
“I am too lazy to actually go through
with it,” said Lampe.
According to Statistic Brain,
only eight percent of people who
make a New Year’s resolution are
successful in achieving it.
When considering a resolution
to continue throughout the entire
year, one should often consider
his or her own limitations. Simply
making a resolution to get better
grades leaves a lot to chance. It is
hard to determine what the rest of
the year is going to look like and
what your workload is going to be.

Another difficult resolution to keep
is one that is too broad. If a resolution
is to lose weight, then it has technically been accomplished as soon as one
pound has been lost. However, I am
willing to bet that most people who
make that resolution would like to lose
more than one pound.
Lastly, those who make extremely
difficult resolutions drive me crazy
because most of the time they don't
accomplish them. Resolutions such as
scoring 100 percent on all exams are
very hard to achieve.
EWU junior Timothy Coleston said
having a schedule and having his
friends join him in his goal help him
stay on track. He said if he skips a day,
his friends are quick to remind him to
keep going.
“Use peer pressure to your advantage,” said Coleston.
I think it is really beneficial to come
up with a plan to achieve a resolution
or break the resolutions up into stepping stones. For those who want to
get better grades, perhaps it would be
easier to define “better.” Will you be
shooting for one letter grade higher, or
maybe a GPA that is two points higher?
The people who make difficult
resolutions such as scoring 100 percent
on all their exams, perhaps would have
better success if they made a plan. For
example, each week they will spend a

INTERNET:
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
they won't value old-fashionedscholarly learning and studying.
Of course, it is all well and good
to discuss the benefits of literacy, and
the internet, when you already have
societal power; you are a privileged
decision-maker about such things already. It is another matter entirely if
you don’t have the ability to become
a scholar.
Thus the real threat and beauty of
the internet: its democratic capacities.
It opens up new avenues for new
voices, and just as literacy enriched
our collective cultural knowledge, so
will the internet.
It is well worth our time to try and
diversify the spread and availability
of knowledge to all types of people.
After all, it is worth noting that in the
history of our country, African-Amer-

icans were systematically denied access to literacy as means of maintaining social control. The privatization
and control of knowledge is arguably
bigotry’s most effective weapon.
While the debate over the negative
effects of the internet will continue to
plod on, the internet will also continue to gain momentum.
None of us are going to suddenly
stop watching cat videos on Youtube
or using Facebook, because such is
the way of innovation. The internet
isn’t going away, and it’s beside
the point to reminisce about how
much better the old days were, when
knowledge was locked up in university libraries and record offices and
we all had better attention spans.
What is important is that we
advocate the internet’s unequivocal
universality for all people and continue to be representatives of its best
potential uses.

certain amount of hours studying for
their classes and upcoming exams.
All in all, I think everyone needs
to make a plan to achieve their resolutions, especially when the resolution it
to lose weight. I think a lot of people
who quit their resolution to lose weight
are discouraged because they don’t
have a plan.
Most people just want to lose
weight, but rarely do they think about
how much weight they want to lose.
After determining their goal weight,
they need to determine the amount of
weight they need to lose per week to
meet that goal.
Coleston believes that when you
start your resolution is not important.
“I think it’s something that you
should be constantly working on, not
just something at New Years,” said
Coleston.
My suggestion is that people put
more thought into their resolutions
before making them. Try to make a
specific resolution with a specific plan
and have someone keep you accountable so you are more motivated to stay
on track. And keep this in mind: just
because one week or month was bad
does not mean you have to wait until
next year to try again.

If we maintain that the old forms
of knowledge must be the best ones,
we stand by an outmoded system that
has traditionally been ripe for abuse
by denying information to those who
are disadvantaged and silenced.
There is something to be said in
that wherever innovation is present,
there are both wins and losses.
Certainly, when the world discovered writing, we lost the bards who
were able to recite the entire Iliad
from memory, but we also gained the
works of Aristotle, only able to be
preserved through writing.
While it’s true we might have
trouble navigating without a GPS or
remembering the definition of pulchritudinous without the help of our
smartphone browser, I remain confident we’ll turn up with an Aristotle
eventually; the history of innovation
has yet to prove us otherwise.

www.EasternerOnline.com
www.EasternerOnline.com

Editorial Policy: Opinion articles and letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Easterner, its staff members or Eastern Washington University.

SPORTS

January 14, 2015

Are you a 12th man? Tweet us your photos. @EasternerSports
column

When is the
BBWAA going
to get it right?
As 2015 begins, a new class enters
the National Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, New
York. With the most
candidates inducted
in one year since 1955,
the careers of the four
inducted this year
should be celebrated.
Sadly, the bigger story continues to be the
flawed voting system
that is coming under
Brandon Cline greater and harsher
scrutiny each year.
With a great vote
comes great responsibility, yet the Baseball Writers’ Association of America
(BBWAA) doesn’t require members to
publicly disclose their ballot and explain why they made their choices. By
not doing so, the voters aren’t held accountable for their actions. This allows
voters to send in outrageous ballots
without getting feedback from their
peers and the public.
When the annual voting for the MVP,
Cy Young, Rookie of the Year and Manager of the Year awards take place, however, the BBWAA fully discloses voting
results on their website.
Of the 549 ballots the BBWAA received back from its members, only 141
voters, 25.7 percent voluntarily revealed
their ballot publicly.
The most hotly debated topic of the
last decade regarding the voting system
is whether voters should vote for known
or suspected steroid users. The BBWAA
has never made it clear to its members
where they stand on the issue.
On its website, the BBWAA said,
“Voting shall be based upon the player’s
record, playing ability, integrity, sportsmanship, character and contributions to
the team(s) on which the player played.”
The BBWAA leaves it entirely up to
each individual voter’s judgment as to
whether they assume a candidate who
used steroids fits under the description
provided, rather than coming out and
directly pointing the voters in one direction or another. The results of recent
elections have shown that writers don’t
know what direction to go in.
Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens,
two sure-fire first-ballot Hall of Famers,
if not for their connection to steroids,
have each received roughly 35 percent of
votes for each year they’ve been on the
ballot. Thirty-five percent is well short
of the 75 percent required to be elected
into the Hall of Fame but large enough
to keep them on the list of the top ten
most voted for candidates each year. A
hard stance from the BBWAA on steroids
would help clear up much of the confusion that many voters have.
One of the most scrutinized rules of
the voting process is the 10-limit rule,
which has been in place since 1936, the
first year Hall of Fame candidates were
voted on.
The rule requires voters to vote for
no more than 10 candidates on any ballot, regardless if there are more than 10
players a voter feels are worthy of being
voted for.
With the rule, voters are forced to
choose players based on how they compare to the rest of the field, rather than
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Seahawks advance in playoffs
DIVISIONAL

6 Baltimore
1 New England

WILD CARD

6 Baltimore
3 Pittsburgh

3 Dallas
2 Green Bay

WILD CARD

6 Detriot
3 Dallas

SUPER BOWL
Feb 1st

CHAMPIONSHIP

CHAMPIONSHIP

That team you like

4 Indianapolis
1 New England

2 Green Bay
1 Seattle

That team you don’t like
DIVISIONAL

WILD CARD

5 Cincinnati
4 Indianapolis

WILD CARD

4 Indianapolis
2 Denver

4 Carolina
1 Seattle

5 Arizona
4 Carolina
Graphic by Kayla Lee

Seahawks win eighth-straight home playoff game
By Sam Deal
sports editor
Kam Chancellor and the Seattle Seahawks clinched their spot in back-toback NFC Championship games Saturday, Jan. 10, by defeating the Carolina
Panthers, 31-17.
With less than six minutes remaining and the game still tight, Chancellor
intercepted Panthers quarterback Cam
Newton and took a 90-yard stroll for a Seahawks score. The seismic play rocked the
Clink and sealed Carolina’s fate.
“[Chancellor] means everything to our
defense,” said defensive end Michael Bennett after the game. “He is the heart and
soul with those hits.”
The interception was not the only part
of Chancellor’s game that had fans excited.
In one of the more bizarre endings to a
half, the Seahawks safety timed the snap
count and leapt over the Panthers’ line and
barely missed blocking Graham Gano’s
field goal attempt.
But because of a false start call, Carolina was forced to kick again.
Again, Chancellor jumped the count
and the line, but this time ran into Gano,
giving the kicker yet another attempt,
which he hit making the score 14-10 at half.
“He is as good as it gets in the business,” said quarterback Russell Wilson
about Chancellor.
The Seahawks, who have outscored
opponents 204-110 in the third and fourth
quarters this season, just continued to do
what they have done all year long.

Seattle’s second half featured 17 straight
points to secure their eighth straight home
playoff victory. Wilson led the way passing 268 yards and three touchdowns. Marshawn Lynch was mostly held in check
racking up only 59 rushing yards.
The Seahawks top-ranked defense
forced Newton to turn the ball over three
times, two of which led to scores. Carolina became the first team to have a fourth
quarter touchdown against the Seahawks
in the team’s last 10 games.
“Dominant performance from the Seattle Seahawks,” said Fox commentator
John Lynch. “Carolina gave a great effort
and it just wasn’t good enough against
these guys.”
The win allows the Seahawks to host
back-to-back NFC Championships, which
no team had accomplished since 19961997 season.
The Green Bay Packers defeated the
Dallas Cowboys on Sunday, Jan. 11 to secure their trip to the Northwest, and will
face the Seahawks on Jan. 18.
“It is going to be a tough battle,”
said Wilson in an interview with Fox
Sports. “We are looking forward to the
opportunity.”
Led by hobbled quarterback Aaron
Rodgers, the Packers will be playing in Seattle for the second time this season, and
they are hoping it goes better than the first
meeting, which Seattle won, 36-16.
Seahawks rookie wide receiver Paul
Richardson will be sidelined for the
game after tearing his ACL during a play
against Carolina.

Photo by Larry Maurer
Russell Wilson in game against Minnesota Vikings.

Eagles defeat Idaho on the road, 89-86
By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
The EWU men’s basketball team competed in their third conference game of the
season on Jan. 10, defeating the University
of Idaho, 89-86, on the road.
“Every Big Sky team knows that we’re
a good team this year, so they all want
to come out and beat us,” said freshman
guard Sir Washington. “And we cannot let

them do it, so we work hard every day in
practice to get better.”
The Eagles had an early 13-2 lead in the
opening minutes of the game. At the 15:15
mark in the first half, Idaho started to get
going offensively. With 7:05 minutes left in
the first half, the Vandals managed to tie
the score, 25-25.
Eastern built another lead with a
3-point jump shot by junior guard Tyler
Harvey and a layup by senior guard Drew

Brandon. The Eagles soon built a fivepoint lead with 5:58 remaining in the first
half. Idaho tied the score again, 32-32, with
5:13 remaining in the first half.
At half time, Idaho had a one point
advantage, 42-41, heading into the locker
room. In the beginning of the second half,
Eastern went on a 9-0 run to lead by eight
points. The Eagles led throughout the

MENS BASKETBALL-PAGE 8

Women’s basketball undefeated in Big Sky
By Fetlew Gebreziabher
online sports editor

Photo by Jessica Hawley
Jade Redmon preparing to take a free throw shot for EWU.

The Eagles’ women’s basketball
team defeated the University of
Idaho, 71-65, to stay perfect in Big
Sky play on Jan. 10.
EWU senior forward Melissa Williams led the team with 15 points and
13 rebounds. It was her fifth doubledouble of the season. Senior guards
Lexie Nelson and Delaney Hodgins
both added 10 points while shooting
50 percent from the field.
After many exchanges of runs
and lead changes, the Eagles were
able to close out on a 13-4 run to
end the game. The Eagles shot 44
percent with 14 assists and forced
15 Vandal turnovers.
The Eagles led by as much as 16
points in the first half, but the Vandals would cut that down to seven
going into halftime.
"Sometimes, when you’ve been

ahead like we were and the other
team comes back to take the lead,
it’s easy to lie down and give up,”
said head coach Wendy Schuller. “I
was glad to see that our team has
that fortitude to fight through and
get a stop, then turn around and
get a basket and find a way to win.”
The Vandals would take the
lead just four minutes into the second half, but the Eagles answered
with a seven-point run with 11:13
left in the game.
After a few run exchanges,
sophomore guard Jade Redmon,
who finished with 13 points, hit a
pair of free throws to put EWU up
one with 3:23 left to play.
According to goeags.com, the
Eagles would seal the victory after Idaho’s Brooke Reilly missed
a wide open layup on a set play.
Williams was intentionally fouled
after grabbing the board and put
up two free throws to give EWU a

68-63 lead with 39 seconds left.
“As Jon [Newlee, Idaho’s head
coach] and I walked by each other
at the end, it’s just like,‘Every year
is this way.’ It always comes down
to the wire, and today’s game was
no different,” said Schuller.
EWU stays perfect at 3-0 in conference play, 10-4 overall. They are
also on a six-game winning streak,
which, according to goeags.com,
is the longest winning streak since
the 2011-12 season.
Nelson said the team is “not satisfied one bit.” She also said commitment and focus is key for them
to continue their success.
“Right now, we are just taking
things one game at a time. We are
doing our best to prepare every
week in practice. Our coaches make
sure we are prepared every week
for our opponents,” said Nelson.
The Eagles will host Portland State
University on Jan. 15 at Reese Court.
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A farewell
to Stuart
Scott

By Fetlew Gebreziabher
online sports editor

Stuart Scott, a broadcasting legend and pioneer who
changed the culture of ESPN,
passed away
on Jan. 4 after a sevenyear battle
with cancer.
He was 49.
As a child
growing up
Scott w a t c h i n g
ESPN, Scott
was ESPN to
me. He was the only broadcaster on TV that looked
like me and talked like the
grown ups around me. He
made it okay to be yourself.
He bridged that gap of hiphop flavor and black lingo
to a network that had never
seen anything like it.
Scott, who graduated from
the University of North Carolina, joined ESPN in October
1993 when ESPN2 launched.
Scott was always a favorite broadcaster of mine.
He opened the doors for
African-Americans to not be
afraid to show their culture
on television. He made catch
phrases such as “Boo-yah,”
“Cool as the other side of the
pillow,” and even rapper LL
Cool J references famous. He
did not shy away or try to
change himself, even when
his job was on the line. He
was true to himself.
In July of 2014, Scott was
the recipient of the 2014 Jimmy
V Award for Perseverance and
gave a heartfelt speech that
embodied who he was as a
person. His words, “When you
die, that does not mean that you
lose to cancer. You beat cancer
by how you live, why you live
and in the manner in which you
live,” touched not only people
who are or have been affected
by cancer, but everyone who is
fighting any battle.
Scott’s courage throughout his entire fight is what
we will all remember about
him. He was the one who
would go to work even when
doctors advised him to take
time off. The one who was
still attending his daughter’s
soccer games and helping
his oldest daughter move for
her freshman year of college.
I never got to meet Scott,
and unfortunately never will,
but he has influenced me in
ways he will never know.
I hope to continue what he
brought into the broadcasting
world when he was alive.
Rest in peace, Stuart
Scott. Thank you for all that
you did and who you were.
We will never forget you.
In the words of the great
Michael Jordan, “Boo-yah,
my brother.”

BBWAA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
choosing a player because
they have the necessary qualifications in the mind of the
voter to be elected. The rule
also forces voters to make sacrifices on their ballot.
Mike Berardino of the St.
Paul Pioneer Press didn’t vote
for Randy Johnson and Pedro
Martinez — both first-ballot
Hall of Famers — because he
felt other players needed his
vote more.
Berardino explained his
reasoning on Twitter. “Yes,
I left Randy, Pedro off my
ballot. Counting on fellow
BBWAA voters to elect. [Alan]
Trammell, [Larry] Walker
needed me more.”
The 10-limit rule played
directly into Berardino’s decision, denying him to vote for
everybody he felt was worthy
of entering the Hall of Fame.
Shouldn’t voting be based
on merit, rather than the 10
best players on a list? The
BBWAA needs to wake up.
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second half until the 8:15 mark where Idaho tied the score, 67-67.
Eastern went on an 11-1 run to lead 78-68
with 4:29 left in the game. Idaho would not
let up as they fought back, cutting the Eagles’
lead to two points, 86-84, with 39 seconds left
in the game.
Eastern managed to secure the victory
with free throws by Harvey and freshman forward Bogdan Bliznyuk.
“The 89-86 score doesn’t surprise me,”
head coach Jim Hayford told goeags.com. “I
expected a close game between two really
good offensive teams.”
Eastern outshot Idaho 52.6 percent to 48
percent in field goals and shot 42.3 percent behind the 3-point line. The Eagles also had 16 assists in the game and 15 points from turnovers.
“We were maybe just a little bit better on defense,” Hayford told goeags.com. “We forced
a couple of key turnovers and that might have
been the difference in a one-possession game.
Otherwise, it was a very good game.”
This was the first conference meeting between Eastern and Idaho since 1996.
The Eagles improve to 12-4 on the season,
3-0 in conference play and 4-4 on the road.
Harvey finished with 23 points, six rebounds and two steals. Junior forward Venky Jois had 16 points, five rebounds and six
blocks. Bliznyuk came off the bench to score
12 points.
“Idaho is a really great team and well
coached,” said Washington. “They came out
with a winning mindset. We had to fight the
whole game.”
Eastern will compete against Portland
State University on the road on Jan. 15.

Photo contributed by goeags.com
Tyler Harvey heading down court during the Idaho game.

Men’s tennis season off to a slow start
By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
The EWU men’s tennis team
competed in Eugene, Oregon, on
Jan. 10 and 11, where they fell to
the University of Oregon, 7-0, and
Seattle University, 5-2.
“We still have some work to do
where we are executing when we
need to,” head coach Steve Clark
told goeags.com. “We had plenty
of opportunities. Executing the
bigger points is what we need.”
Redshirt junior Eduardo Martinez spoke on how high the level
was competitively and how it surprised the team.
“The competition was pretty
high,” said Martinez. “I think that
was a reality check for everyone
on how the competition is and
how all of the teams are improving, so everyone has to step up
their game.”
The Eagles competed against
44th ranked Oregon on Jan. 10
where they stayed competitive in
both singles and doubles, but could

not get any victories. Junior Luke
On Jan. 11 against Seattle,
Thompson and sophomore Wacil sophomore Robert Dula defeated
Bendjelti competed in a close dou- Seattle’s junior William Topp in a
bles match against Oregon’s fresh- singles match, 7-6, (7-5) and 6-0. In
man Cormac Clissold and senior another three-set match, Bringold
Daniel Sardu. At
defeated Seattle’s
the end, ThompConnor
Leahy,
“I think that was
son and Bendjelti
6-1,
1-6,
6-3.
a reality check for
could not hold on
Bendjelti fell
everyone
on how the to Seattle’s junior
and fell, 7-6 (3).
competition is and
Junior EduarIan Clare, 6-2,
do Bringold was
how all of the teams 2-6, 1-0, (10-8).
another Eagle to
Freshman Vuk
are improving, so
compete in a close
Vuckovic made
everyone has to step his debut over
match that day.
However, the rethe
weekend.
up their game.”
sult was still the
Sophomore Robsame for Eastern
ert Dula competas Bringold lost
ed with VuckovEduardo Martinez ic in a doubles
his singles match,
(7-5, 6-3) against
match where the
EWU junior
Clissold.
duo defeated Se“I think we
attle’s doubles
could have beaten
team of sopho[Oregon],” said Martinez. “But the more Leahy and sophomore
score doesn’t show how we played. John Stormans, (6-1).
I think we were nervous, we were
Redshirt sophomore Rendell
kind of scared. I think we could do a Burghart and Bendjelti fell to Seatbetter job.”
tle’s doubles duo junior Clare and

freshman Matt Alderson, 7-5.
“We didn’t have a lot of time
to prepare. We had a week, so
that was kind of rough,” said
Martinez. “Coach told us that he
had teams that probably were
in the same level as us that have
beaten teams as big as Oregon,
we only need to work on some
stuff on the court.”
Clark said there were positives
that came out of the team’s first
two competitions.
Clark told goeags.com, “On the
good side, Vuk and Robert won
the terminator point in doubles,”
said Clark. “Eduardo showed guts
by winning the terminator point
in singles despite his injured back.
Finally, Dula was able to earn a
double-win point in both singles
and doubles.”
The University of Oregon improves to 2-0, Seattle University
improves to 1-1 and EWU falls to
0-2 for the season.
The Eagles will compete
against Utah State University in
Spokane, Washington, on Jan. 17.
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